
Knowledge - Core Objectives for Sustainability and English Language arts - Progressive learning - USA Depth Of

Grade Pre K
Develop vocabulary related to sustainability, such as recycling, conservation, or renewable
energy, and use it in context.

Engage in reading activities that introduce environmental themes and promote awareness of
sustainable practices.

Express ideas and feelings through drawing, storytelling, or simple writing activities related to
the importance of caring for the environment.

​ Read Aloud and Explore:
● Choose colorful and interactive picture books that introduce basic

environmental concepts. For example, "The Earth Book" by Todd Parr or "We
Planted a Tree" by Diane Muldrow. During reading, encourage children to point
out pictures related to nature and sustainability.

​ Nature Walk and Show-and-Tell:
● Take short nature walks around the school or local area. Collect simple items

like leaves, twigs, or flowers. During show-and-tell time, have the children
share their findings and talk about how nature is important.

​ Vocabulary Games:
● Create simple games to introduce and reinforce vocabulary related to

sustainability. For example, a recycling sorting game where children sort
pictures of items into categories like "recycle," "reduce," and "reuse."

​ Arts and Crafts:



● Provide art supplies for children to create environmentally themed crafts. They
can make collages using recycled materials, draw pictures of their favorite
animals or nature scenes, or even create a small garden using recycled
containers.

​ Interactive Storytelling:
● Use puppets or stuffed animals to tell simple stories about taking care of the

environment. Allow the children to interact with the characters and discuss what
they can do to help.

​ Sensory Bins:
● Create sensory bins with materials like sand, dirt, and small recycled items.

Incorporate small toy animals to represent wildlife. This hands-on activity can
help children explore textures and understand the importance of caring for the
environment.

​ Dramatic Play:
● Set up a dramatic play area where children can pretend to be involved in

eco-friendly activities. This could include a pretend recycling center, a nature
conservation area, or a garden. Encourage them to use related vocabulary
during their play.

​ Simple Writing Activities:
● Introduce basic writing activities where children can draw or scribble pictures

related to caring for the environment. For instance, they can draw a picture of
themselves recycling or reusing items. Display their creations in the classroom.

​ Nature-themed Songs and Rhymes:
● Teach simple songs or rhymes related to nature and sustainability. Singing and

movement can make learning fun and memorable for young children.
​ Classroom Garden:



● If possible, create a small classroom garden. Allow children to participate in
planting and caring for plants. This provides a hands-on experience and
teaches them about the importance of nurturing living things.

​ Guest Speakers or Storytellers:
● Invite guest speakers or storytellers who can engage the children with

interactive and age-appropriate stories about nature, animals, and
sustainability.

Grade K
Develop vocabulary related to sustainability, such as recycling, conservation, or renewable
energy, and use it in context.

Engage in reading activities that introduce environmental themes and promote awareness of
sustainable practices.

Express ideas and feelings through drawing, storytelling, or simple writing activities related to
the importance of caring for the environment.

● Begin with engaging read-aloud sessions featuring age-appropriate books that
highlight environmental themes. Some recommended titles include "The Tiny
Seed" by Eric Carle, "Big Earth, Little Me" by Thom Wiley, or "The Earth Book"
by Todd Parr. After each reading, facilitate discussions about the stories and
their messages.

​ Vocabulary Building:



● Introduce and reinforce key vocabulary related to sustainability. Create word
walls with words like "recycle," "reduce," and "reuse." Use these words in
context during discussions, and encourage students to use them in sentences.

​ Environmental Word Puzzles:
● Create simple puzzles or flashcards with environmental vocabulary. Have

students match the words to corresponding images, promoting visual
recognition and understanding of the terms.

​ Drawing and Writing Activities:
● Provide drawing and writing prompts related to caring for the environment. For

example:
● Ask students to draw a picture of a place in nature and write a sentence

about why it's important to take care of it.
● Have them create a simple comic strip depicting sustainable practices

like recycling.
​ Interactive Storytelling:

● Foster creativity and language development through interactive storytelling.
Use props or puppets to tell stories about characters who engage in
eco-friendly activities. Encourage students to contribute their own ideas to the
story.

​ Classroom Recycling Center:
● Set up a small recycling center in the classroom where students can practice

sorting items into bins labeled "recycle," "reduce," and "reuse." This hands-on
activity reinforces the concepts while providing a practical experience.

​ Nature Journals:
● Introduce the concept of keeping a nature journal. Students can draw and write

about observations during nature walks or outdoor activities. This activity
promotes a connection between language arts and science.

​ Collaborative Book Creation:



● Work together as a class to create a simple book about sustainability. Each
student can contribute a page with a drawing and a sentence explaining how
they can help take care of the environment.

​ Nature-inspired Poems:
● Explore poetry by encouraging students to create simple nature-inspired

poems. This can be done through guided activities where they use descriptive
words to express their feelings about the environment.

​ Environmental Show and Tell:
● Organize a special show-and-tell day where students bring in items or share

stories related to caring for the environment. This can include recycled crafts
they've made, pictures of nature, or objects that represent sustainability.

​ Guest Speakers or Virtual Tours:
● Invite guest speakers or arrange virtual tours to provide real-world perspectives

on environmental conservation. This can include professionals who work in
recycling or nature experts who can share their experiences.

.

Grade 1
Engage in reading activities that introduce environmental themes and promote awareness of
sustainable practices, such as books about recycling or nature conservation.

Develop vocabulary related to sustainability, such as recycle, reduce, and reuse, and use it in context.

Express ideas and feelings through drawing, storytelling, or simple writing activities related to caring
for the environment and practicing sustainability.



Grade 2
Engage in reading activities that introduce environmental themes and promote awareness of
sustainable practices.

Develop vocabulary related to sustainability, such as recycling, conservation, or protecting nature,
and use it in context.

Express ideas and feelings through drawing, storytelling, or simple writing activities related to caring
for the environment and practicing sustainability.

​ Book Discussions:
● Select grade-appropriate books that introduce environmental themes and

sustainable practices. Books like "The Great Kapok Tree" by Lynne Cherry or
"The Watcher: Jane Goodall's Life with the Chimps" by Jeanette Winter can be
engaging. Follow each reading with discussions about the environmental
messages and the characters' actions.

​ Vocabulary Building:
● Introduce and reinforce vocabulary related to sustainability, such as "recycle,"

"reduce," and "reuse." Conduct vocabulary exercises, such as creating
sentences with these words or using them in a context-related story.

​ Environmental Vocabulary Games:
● Engage students in games that reinforce environmental vocabulary. For

example, play vocabulary bingo with words related to sustainability, or create a
word scavenger hunt where students find and match words to corresponding
images.

​ Drawing and Writing Prompts:
● Provide drawing and writing prompts related to environmental care. For

instance:



● Ask students to draw a poster illustrating ways they can help the
environment.

● Encourage them to write a short story about a character who takes steps
to protect nature.

​ Story Sequencing:
● Use environmental stories and have students practice sequencing events. This

can be done through drawing or cutting and pasting images in the correct
order. Discussing the sequence of events enhances comprehension and
language skills.

​ Recycling Projects:
● Integrate hands-on projects by creating crafts using recycled materials.

Students can make recycled paper, create collages, or build art installations
from repurposed items. This links creative expression with sustainability.

​ Nature Journals and Reflections:
● Introduce the concept of keeping nature journals. After nature walks or outdoor

activities, have students write short reflections or draw pictures about what they
observed and learned. This combines language arts with science exploration.

​ Sustainability Pledges:
● Have students create personal sustainability pledges. They can write or draw

their commitments to reduce, reuse, and recycle, and display these pledges in
the classroom as a visual reminder.

​ Drama and Role-Playing:
● Engage students in drama activities where they act out scenarios related to

environmental care. This can include role-playing characters who promote
recycling or reduce waste. It encourages creativity and language development.

​ Class Discussions and Debates:



● Organize class discussions or debates on topics related to the environment and
sustainability. This activity enhances students' speaking and listening skills
while promoting critical thinking about environmental issues.

​ Environmental Poetry:
● Explore poetry by having students write simple poems about nature and

sustainability. This can include acrostic poems using words like "earth" or
"recycle," fostering creative expression.

​ Community Awareness Projects:
● Extend learning beyond the classroom by involving students in community

awareness projects. This could be creating posters or writing letters to promote
sustainable practices in the local community.

Grade 3
Engage in reading activities that introduce environmental themes and promote awareness of
sustainable practices, such as books about recycling or nature conservation.

Develop vocabulary related to sustainability, such as environment, conservation, and
stewardship, and use it in context.

Express ideas and feelings through writing activities related to caring for the environment
and practicing sustainability

​ Read Aloud and Discuss:



● Begin with a read-aloud session featuring age-appropriate books that focus on
environmental themes, recycling, or nature conservation. Some recommended
books include "The Lorax" by Dr. Seuss, "The Earth Book" by Todd Parr, or
"Michael Recycle" by Ellie Bethel.

● After each reading, engage students in a discussion about the main ideas,
characters, and the importance of taking care of the environment.

​ Vocabulary Building:
● Introduce and discuss key vocabulary related to sustainability, such as

"recycle," "reduce," and "reuse." Create a word wall in the classroom with these
terms, and encourage students to use them in sentences.

● Play vocabulary games like bingo or memory matching to reinforce the new
words.

​ Writing and Drawing Activities:
● Have students express their ideas and feelings about the environment through

drawing or simple writing activities. For example:
● Ask them to draw a picture of their favorite outdoor place and write a

sentence or two about why it's important to take care of it.
● Have them create a short story or comic strip that highlights the concept

of recycling or reducing waste.
​ Nature Journals:

● Start a class nature journal where students can document their observations
about the environment. Encourage them to write short paragraphs or draw
pictures about what they notice during nature walks or outdoor activities.

● Discuss the changes they observe and connect it to the importance of
preserving the environment.

​ Storytelling Circle:



● Organize a storytelling circle where students can take turns sharing stories
related to nature, sustainability, or experiences in their community. This can
enhance their oral language skills and creativity.

​ Collaborative Projects:
● Engage students in collaborative projects, such as creating a class book about

environmental practices. Each student can contribute a page with a drawing
and a sentence about how they practice sustainability at home or school.

​ Guest Speakers or Virtual Tours:
● Invite local experts or environmentalists for virtual sessions or in-person visits

to talk about the importance of sustainable practices. This can provide
real-world context and inspire students to take action.

​ Recycling Crafts:
● Incorporate hands-on activities by creating crafts from recycled materials. This

not only reinforces the concept of recycling but also allows students to express
their creativity.

​ Role Play:
● Set up role-playing scenarios where students act out situations related to

environmental conservation. This can include scenarios like sorting recyclables,
discussing the impact of waste, or brainstorming ways to reduce consumption.

Grade 4
Engage in reading activities that introduce sustainability-themed literature and informational texts,
promoting awareness and understanding of environmental issues.



Develop writing skills by expressing ideas, opinions, and proposals related to sustainable practices
and environmental conservation.

Participate in collaborative discussions and debates, actively listening to different perspectives on
sustainability topics and communicating opinions respectfully.

​
​ Sustainability Book Club:

● Start a sustainability-themed book club where students read literature and
informational texts related to environmental issues. Discuss the books in class,
exploring characters, themes, and the real-world implications of the topics.

​ Research and Informational Writing:
● Assign research projects on specific environmental issues or sustainable

practices. Students can gather information from reliable sources and write
informative essays or reports. Encourage them to include facts, statistics, and
potential solutions in their writing.

​ Opinion Pieces on Sustainable Practices:
● Have students write opinion pieces expressing their views on sustainable

practices. This could include essays on the importance of recycling, reducing
waste, or using renewable energy sources. Encourage them to support their
opinions with evidence and examples.

​ Persuasive Letter Writing:
● Engage students in persuasive writing by having them compose letters to local

authorities or community leaders advocating for environmentally friendly
initiatives. This real-world application helps students understand the impact of
their words.

​ Debates and Discussions:
● Organize class debates on sustainability topics. Assign different perspectives to

students, and encourage them to research and defend their assigned positions
respectfully. This activity promotes critical thinking and effective



communication.
​ Socratic Seminars:

● Conduct Socratic seminars where students engage in thoughtful discussions
about sustainability. Use open-ended questions to prompt exploration of
different viewpoints, and encourage students to build on each other's ideas.

​ Collaborative Storytelling:
● Foster collaboration by having students work together to create a

sustainability-themed story. Each student can contribute a part of the story, and
the final product can be shared with the class. This activity promotes teamwork
and creativity.

​ Create Sustainable Action Plans:
● Challenge students to develop action plans for promoting sustainability in their

school or community. This can involve brainstorming ideas, drafting proposals,
and presenting their plans to the class.

​ Environmental News Reporting:
● Turn students into reporters by assigning them to research and report on

current environmental issues. This can involve presenting news articles,
creating visual aids, and delivering short presentations to the class.

​ Guest Speakers and Virtual Field Trips:
● Arrange for guest speakers, such as environmentalists or local experts, to

share their insights with the class. Alternatively, take virtual field trips to
environmental organizations or sustainable businesses, allowing students to
connect with real-world applications.

​ Creative Writing:
● Encourage creative writing by having students write stories, poems, or plays

that explore themes of environmental conservation and sustainability. This
allows them to express their creativity while engaging with important topics.

​ Reflective Journals:
● Implement reflective journaling where students can express their personal

thoughts and feelings about sustainability topics. This can be a valuable tool for
self-reflection and connecting personal experiences to larger environmental



issues.

Grade 5
Engage in reading activities that introduce sustainability-themed literature and informational
texts, promoting awareness and understanding of environmental issues.

Develop writing skills by expressing ideas, arguments, and proposals related to sustainable
practices and environmental conservation.

Participate in collaborative discussions and debates, actively listening to different
perspectives on sustainability topics and communicating opinions respectfully.

​ Sustainability Book Clubs:
● Form book clubs where students read sustainability-themed literature.

Suggested texts include:
● "The Water Princess" by Susan Verde
● "The Watcher" by Nikki Grimes
● "One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling Women of the

Gambia" by Miranda Paul
​ Informational Text Analysis:

● Provide informational texts on environmental issues, such as climate change,
deforestation, or renewable energy. Have students analyze and summarize key
information, identifying main ideas and supporting details.

​ Op-Ed Writing:
● Challenge students to write opinion pieces or op-eds on sustainability topics.

Encourage them to articulate their views, support their arguments with



evidence, and propose actionable solutions. Suggested topics could include
sustainable agriculture, clean energy, or waste reduction.

​ Research Projects:
● Assign research projects where students investigate a specific environmental

issue in-depth. They can present their findings through written reports, visual
presentations, or multimedia projects.

​ Debates on Environmental Policies:
● Organize class debates on environmental policies and sustainability initiatives.

Assign students to represent different stakeholders, such as environmentalists,
policymakers, or industry representatives. This activity encourages critical
thinking and public speaking skills.

​ Collaborative Writing:
● Foster collaboration by having students work together to create a

sustainability-themed newsletter or blog. Each student can contribute articles,
editorials, or interviews discussing various aspects of environmental
conservation.

​ Critical Analysis of Media:
● Explore sustainability themes in media, such as news articles, documentaries,

or online platforms. Have students critically analyze the media's portrayal of
environmental issues, evaluating biases and presenting their insights.

​ Socratic Seminars on Sustainability Ethics:
● Conduct Socratic seminars focused on ethical considerations related to

sustainability. Discuss questions like the ethical implications of resource
consumption, environmental justice, and the responsibilities of individuals and
societies.

​ Create Public Service Announcements (PSAs):



● Task students with creating PSAs that raise awareness about specific
sustainability issues. This project combines writing skills with media literacy and
communication techniques.

​ Literary Response Journals:
● Have students maintain literary response journals where they reflect on

sustainability-themed literature. Encourage them to connect characters'
experiences to real-world environmental challenges.

​ Community Action Proposal:
● Challenge students to propose a community action project related to

sustainability. This can include ideas for clean-up events, community gardens,
or awareness campaigns. Students can write detailed proposals outlining the
project's goals, methods, and expected outcomes.

​ Guest Speakers and Virtual Panels:
● Arrange for guest speakers, experts, or environmentalists to speak to the class.

Alternatively, organize virtual panels where students can ask questions and
engage in discussions with professionals in the field.

Grade 6

Engage in reading activities that introduce sustainability-themed literature and informational texts,
promoting awareness and understanding of environmental issues.



Develop writing skills by expressing ideas, opinions, and proposals related to sustainable practices,
environmental conservation, and the importance of stewardship.

Participate in collaborative discussions and debates, actively listening to diverse perspectives on
sustainability topics and developing effective communication skills.

​
​
​ Sustainability Book Clubs:

● Form book clubs where students read and discuss sustainability-themed
literature. Suggested texts include:

● "The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History" by Elizabeth Kolbert
● "Hoot" by Carl Hiaasen
● "Eyes Wide Open: Going Behind the Environmental Headlines" by Paul

Fleischman
​ Current Events Analysis:

● Provide articles or news reports on current environmental issues. Have
students analyze and discuss these sources, identifying key information,
perspectives, and potential solutions. This enhances their critical reading skills
and understanding of real-world sustainability challenges.

​ Persuasive Essay Writing:
● Assign persuasive essays where students express their opinions on

sustainable practices, environmental conservation, and the importance of
stewardship. Encourage them to use evidence, statistics, and logical reasoning
to support their arguments.

​ Research-Based Projects:
● Conduct research projects on specific sustainability topics. Students can delve

into areas like renewable energy, biodiversity conservation, or sustainable
agriculture, presenting their findings through written reports or multimedia
presentations.

​ Policy Proposals:
● Challenge students to draft policy proposals related to sustainability. This



activity allows them to explore the intersection of environmental issues and
public policy, developing their understanding of the broader implications of
sustainability initiatives.

​ Mock United Nations Summit:
● Organize a mock United Nations summit where students represent different

countries and engage in discussions and debates on global environmental
issues. This activity encourages research, public speaking, and diplomatic
skills.

​ Podcast Creation:
● Have students create podcasts on sustainability topics. This project integrates

research, scriptwriting, and oral communication skills. Students can interview
experts, discuss different viewpoints, and present their findings in an engaging
format.

​ Literary Analysis Essays:
● Assign literary analysis essays that explore how sustainability themes are

portrayed in novels, short stories, or poems. Students can discuss characters'
relationships with the environment and analyze the author's message.

​ Documentary Film Reviews:
● Introduce documentary films on environmental issues and sustainability

practices. After viewing, have students write reviews that evaluate the
effectiveness of the film in conveying information and inspiring action.

​ Collaborative Blogging:
● Create a collaborative class blog focused on sustainability. Each student can

contribute articles, reflections, or multimedia content, fostering a sense of
community engagement and shared responsibility.

​ Civic Engagement Letters:
● Task students with writing letters to local government officials advocating for

sustainable practices and environmental conservation in their community. This
activity promotes civic engagement and effective communication skills.

​ Debates on Ethical Dilemmas:
● Organize debates that focus on ethical dilemmas related to sustainability.

Students can explore issues like balancing economic development and



environmental preservation, discussing and defending their viewpoints.

Grade 7
Engage in reading and comprehension activities focused on sustainability-themed literature,
informational texts, and media sources.

Develop communication skills through research, argumentative writing, and oral presentations on
sustainability issues, including proposing and defending solutions.

Foster critical thinking and media literacy skills by analyzing and evaluating media representations of
sustainability topics.

​
​
​ Sustainability Book Analysis:

● Assign sustainability-themed novels such as:
● "The Overstory" by Richard Powers
● "Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and

the Teachings of Plants" by Robin Wall Kimmerer
● "The Uninhabitable Earth: Life After Warming" by David Wallace-Wells

● Have students engage in literary analysis discussions, exploring themes,
characters, and the author's perspective on environmental issues.

​ Media Literacy and Environmental Ads:
● Explore media representations of sustainability through advertisements. Have

students analyze and discuss the effectiveness of environmental ads,
examining the use of language, visuals, and persuasive techniques to convey
messages about sustainability.

​ Documentary Analysis and Reviews:
● Assign documentary films on sustainability topics (e.g., "Before the Flood," "An

Inconvenient Truth"). After viewing, students can write critical reviews,



evaluating the documentary's accuracy, bias, and impact on audience
awareness.

​ Current Events Synthesis:
● Have students research and present summaries of current environmental

issues from reputable news sources. This activity fosters critical reading skills
and encourages students to stay informed about ongoing sustainability
challenges.

​ Argumentative Essays on Solutions:
● Challenge students to write argumentative essays proposing and defending

solutions to specific sustainability issues. Encourage them to support their
claims with evidence, research, and logical reasoning.

​ Oral Presentations on Sustainable Practices:
● Assign oral presentations where students research and discuss sustainable

practices. This can include topics like renewable energy, eco-friendly
technologies, or sustainable agriculture. Emphasize effective communication
skills, visual aids, and audience engagement.

​ Debates on Environmental Policies:
● Organize class debates on environmental policies, with students taking on

different roles and perspectives. This activity encourages research, critical
thinking, and the ability to articulate and defend viewpoints.

​ Creative Writing: Future Scenarios:
● Have students engage in creative writing by imagining and describing future

scenarios related to sustainability. They can write short stories, scenarios, or
scripts that explore potential outcomes based on different environmental
choices.

​ Annotated Bibliography Project:
● Assign an annotated bibliography project where students research and compile

a list of sources related to a specific sustainability topic. This exercise
enhances research skills, source evaluation, and citation practices.

​ Public Service Announcement (PSA) Creation:
● Task students with creating sustainability-themed PSAs. This project

incorporates research, scriptwriting, visual communication, and the ability to
convey important information concisely.



​ Literature Circle Discussions:
● Form literature circles with different sustainability-themed books. Each group

reads a different book and leads discussions on themes, character
development, and the author's message regarding environmental issues.

​ Guest Speaker Q&A:
● Arrange for guest speakers, such as environmental scientists, activists, or

policymakers, to give talks to the class. Following the presentation, students
can engage in a Q&A session, promoting critical thinking and active
participation.

Grade 8
Develop communication skills through researching, writing, and presenting persuasive
arguments on sustainability topics.

Analyze and interpret literature, non-fiction, and media related to environmental themes,
fostering critical thinking and empathy.

Engage in collaborative discussions and debates on sustainability issues, considering
multiple perspectives.

​ Sustainability Research and Persuasive Writing:
● Assign research projects on specific sustainability topics, such as climate

change, deforestation, or renewable energy. Have students write persuasive
essays advocating for specific actions or policies to address these issues.
Suggested texts for research:



● "This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. The Climate" by Naomi Klein
● "The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History" by Elizabeth Kolbert

​ Literature Analysis:
● Select literature with environmental themes for analysis and interpretation.

Suggested texts:
● "Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson
● "The Lorax" by Dr. Seuss
● "Flight Behavior" by Barbara Kingsolver

● Guide students in discussions about characters, themes, and the ethical
dilemmas presented in these works.

​ Media Analysis and Critique:
● Explore media representations of environmental issues. Assign students to

analyze and critique news articles, opinion pieces, or multimedia presentations.
This activity promotes media literacy and critical thinking skills.

​ Debates on Environmental Ethics:
● Organize debates on ethical dilemmas related to sustainability. Students can

explore questions like the balance between economic development and
environmental conservation. Encourage them to consider various ethical
frameworks in their arguments.

​ Creative Expression Through Poetry:
● Encourage students to express their feelings and thoughts about sustainability

through poetry. This creative writing activity allows them to explore emotions,
values, and perspectives on environmental issues.

​ Collaborative Discussions on Sustainable Solutions:
● Engage students in collaborative discussions about potential solutions to

sustainability challenges. This can involve brainstorming sessions, group
discussions, and collaborative problem-solving activities.

​ Persuasive Speeches:



● Have students research and deliver persuasive speeches on sustainability
topics. This activity enhances their public speaking skills while reinforcing their
ability to communicate and advocate for specific positions.

​ Book Club Discussions on Environmental Novels:
● Form book clubs to read and discuss novels with environmental themes.

Encourage students to explore the complex relationships between characters
and the environment. Suggested texts:

● "The Overstory" by Richard Powers
● "The Water Will Come: Rising Seas, Sinking Cities, and the Remaking of

the Civilized World" by Jeff Goodell
​ Documentary Film Analysis:

● Assign students to watch and analyze documentary films related to
environmental issues. Following the viewing, facilitate discussions on the
effectiveness of conveying information and inspiring action. Suggested
documentaries:

● "An Inconvenient Truth"
● "Chasing Ice"

​ Interactive Online Platforms:
● Utilize online platforms to engage students in discussions, debates, or

collaborative projects related to sustainability. Platforms like online forums,
collaborative documents, or virtual discussion boards can enhance
communication skills.

​ Guest Speakers and Panel Discussions:
● Arrange for guest speakers or organize panel discussions featuring experts in

sustainability. Following the presentation, encourage students to ask questions
and engage in a thoughtful dialogue with the speakers.

​ Community Awareness Campaign:



● Task students with developing a community awareness campaign on a specific
sustainability issue. This can involve creating posters, infographics, or
multimedia presentations to educate the local community.

Grade 9
Engage in critical reading and analysis of texts that explore sustainability topics, including scientific
literature, environmental policy documents, and literature with ecological themes.

Develop communication skills through research, argumentative writing, and oral presentations on
sustainability issues, including proposing solutions and advocating for change.

Foster media literacy skills by critically evaluating media representations of sustainability topics and
examining biases and misinformation.

​
​
​
​ Critical Reading and Analysis:

● Assign scientific literature, environmental policy documents, and literature with
ecological themes for critical reading and analysis. Suggested texts:

● "This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. The Climate" by Naomi Klein
● "The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History" by Elizabeth Kolbert
● Select scientific articles and policy documents related to environmental

issues.
​ Research-Based Argumentative Essays:

● Challenge students to conduct in-depth research on a sustainability topic of
their choice. Have them write argumentative essays proposing solutions and



advocating for change. Encourage the use of reputable sources, data, and
logical reasoning.

​ Oral Presentations on Sustainability Solutions:
● Assign oral presentations where students present their researched solutions to

sustainability issues. This activity emphasizes effective communication skills,
public speaking, and visual aids.

​ Literature Analysis:
● Analyze literature with ecological themes, exploring the environmental

consciousness in fictional works. Suggested texts:
● "The Overstory" by Richard Powers
● "Parable of the Sower" by Octavia E. Butler
● "The Water Will Come: Rising Seas, Sinking Cities, and the Remaking of

the Civilized World" by Jeff Goodell
​ Media Literacy and Bias Analysis:

● Engage students in media literacy exercises where they critically evaluate
media representations of sustainability topics. Discuss biases, misinformation,
and the influence of media on public perception.

​ Debates on Environmental Policies:
● Organize debates on current environmental policies and proposed solutions.

Assign students to research and represent different perspectives, encouraging
them to consider the complexities and trade-offs of various policy options.

​ Creative Writing: Environmental Dystopias:
● Encourage creative writing by having students imagine and write short stories

or essays set in environmental dystopian futures. This activity allows them to
explore the consequences of unsustainable practices through narrative
expression.

​ Interactive Class Blog:
● Establish an interactive class blog where students can share their research

findings, reflections, and perspectives on sustainability issues. This promotes
collaborative learning and online communication skills.

​ Documentary Film Analysis and Reviews:
● Assign documentary films related to sustainability and environmental issues.

After viewing, have students write critical reviews, analyzing the film's



effectiveness in conveying information and inspiring action. Suggested
documentaries:

● "Before the Flood"
● "Our Planet"

​ Ethical Dilemmas in Sustainability:
● Engage students in discussions and writing activities that explore ethical

dilemmas in sustainability. Use case studies or scenarios to prompt critical
thinking about the ethical implications of various choices.

​ Guest Speakers and Expert Interviews:
● Arrange for guest speakers or experts in sustainability to address the class.

Alternatively, students can conduct interviews with professionals in the field,
furthering their understanding through firsthand accounts.

​ Public Service Announcement (PSA) Campaign:
● Task students with creating a public service announcement (PSA) campaign on

a specific sustainability issue. This project combines research, creative
communication, and visual design skills.

Grade 10
Engage in critical reading and analysis of texts that explore sustainability topics, including
environmental literature, scientific articles, and policy documents.

Develop communication skills through research, argumentative writing, and oral presentations on
sustainability issues, including proposing solutions and advocating for change.

Foster media literacy skills by critically evaluating media representations of sustainability topics and
examining biases and misinformation

​ Literary Analysis and Comparative Essays:
● Assign literary analysis essays that compare and contrast different works

exploring sustainability themes. Encourage students to analyze how authors



from various genres approach and depict environmental issues. Suggested
texts:

● "The Overstory" by Richard Powers
● "Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson
● Select excerpts from environmental philosophy, such as Aldo Leopold's

"A Sand County Almanac."
​ Policy Document Analysis and Position Papers:

● Provide students with policy documents related to environmental sustainability.
Have them analyze the policies and write position papers outlining their stance
on the effectiveness, strengths, and weaknesses of the proposed solutions.

​ Multimodal Presentations:
● Expand oral presentation skills by incorporating multimodal elements.

Encourage students to use visuals, infographics, or multimedia components to
enhance their presentations on sustainability issues.

​ Literature Circles with Thematic Focus:
● Implement literature circles with a thematic focus on sustainability. Allow

students to choose books related to specific aspects of sustainability, such as
climate change, conservation, or environmental justice. Facilitate discussions
on thematic connections across texts.

​ Research Synthesis Papers:
● Challenge students to synthesize information from various sources, including

literature, scientific articles, and policy documents, to write comprehensive
research papers on overarching sustainability themes.

​ Environmental Journalism and Op-Eds:
● Explore environmental journalism and op-ed writing. Assign students to

research current environmental issues and write op-ed pieces or journalistic
articles for a hypothetical publication. This activity emphasizes persuasive
writing and engagement with current events.



​ Interactive Debates:
● Enhance debating skills by organizing interactive debates where students

engage with each other's arguments, ask questions, and counter opposing
viewpoints. This promotes critical thinking and effective communication in a
dynamic setting.

​ Documentary Film Production:
● Take the documentary analysis a step further by having students create their

own short documentary films on a sustainability topic. This project incorporates
research, scriptwriting, visual storytelling, and video production skills.

​ Community Engagement Projects:
● Extend the impact of student research and advocacy by implementing

community engagement projects. Students can develop initiatives, such as
organizing awareness campaigns, workshops, or sustainable practices in the
local community.

​ Media Literacy and Social Media Campaigns:
● Foster media literacy by examining biases and misinformation in social media.

Task students with evaluating sustainability-related content on platforms like
Instagram, Twitter, or TikTok, and then designing their own responsible social
media campaigns.

​ Global Perspectives Panel Discussions:
● Organize panel discussions with a global perspective, inviting experts or

professionals from different parts of the world to discuss sustainability
challenges and solutions. Students can engage in Q&A sessions and gain
diverse insights.

​ Eco-Fiction and Creative Writing Workshops:



● Introduce eco-fiction and conduct creative writing workshops where students
write their own eco-fiction stories. This genre allows for imaginative exploration
of environmental themes and issues.

Suggested Texts:

● "Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings
of Plants" by Robin Wall Kimmerer

● "The Water Will Come: Rising Seas, Sinking Cities, and the Remaking of the Civilized
World" by Jeff Goodell

● "The Uninhabitable Earth: Life After Warming" by David Wallace-Wells


